


ASK THE EXPERT 

Susan Maxwell  (772) 486-4642             Gabe Sanders (772) 323-6996 

Q  Do you have any 
opinions (or edu-

cated guesses) about 
what home sales will do 
this year?  I'm thinking 
about buying but don't 
know when to jump. 

A I believe we will 
see a strong spring 

selling season, and most 
agents nationwide agree.  
We'll probably see 
cream properties 
snapped out of the mar-
ket early in the year, 
especially as investors 
move to collect bar-
gains. 

There is some evi-
dence that residential 
buyers are more confi-
dent in the housing mar-
ket, too, according to 
The Wall Street Jour-
nal's quarterly housing 
survey. 

New surveys of build-
ers show that buyers are 
more serious this year 
because they are feeling 
more comfortable about 
the future. 

Remember the $8,000 
home buyers tax credit 
expires April 30. Expect 
to see some movement 
in this area. 

 Inventories are gener-
ally down right now.  

Inventories of homes listed for sale are down 
sharply in some east and west coast housing 
markets.  The decrease in available homes 
has caused bidding wars on lower-end prop-
erties in some neighborhoods in Boston and 
Sacrament, Calif.  

As the year progresses, jobs and mortgage 
problems will influence the market, the WSJ 
predicts. Mortgage defaults may put more 
homes on the market again. Lenders haven't 

even started the foreclosure process on more 
than 2.5 million homes now 90 days or more 
behind on payments.   

According to Moodyseconomy.com, 
mortgage defaults tend to follow unemploy-
ment. If unemployment rises even incremen-
tally, we'll see more homes on the market 
again.  It will be an excellent investment and 
residential home buying market at that time, 
but interest rates may be higher. 

Featured Properties 

Charming pool home in a wonderful secluded lo-
cation in Sewall's Point.   Beautiful vaulted ceil-
ings and an open floor plan suited for entertaining 
or families.  Family room w/wet bar, fireplace, 
built-in book case.  2-zone a/c.  . Lots of tile. 
Screened porch overlooks gorgeous huge oaks. 
Private pool.  Inside laundry room.  Walk-in clos-
ets, Roman tub, etc Sprinkler system w/auto cut-
off.  Nice home, shows great and easy to see.  1 
Year AHS Home Warranty Included.  

Discover this newly remodeled custom waterfront 
pool home in desirable Rustic Hills! 3BR 2BA 
open floor plan ideal for entertaining and family 
gatherings. Gourmet kitchen 42" custom maple 
cabinets, granite countertops and stainless 
steel  appliances. Hardwood floors and tile 
throughout, recessed lighting and crown mould-
ings. French doors lead out to the lovely private 
backyard with heated in-ground pool. Deep water-
front with private dockage for 30+ foot boat, boat 
lift. Wonderful  family neighborhood, close to 
schools, shopping, I-95 & TPK, yet very private 
and tranquil. A beautiful tropical oasis!  
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Xeriscaping is a prac-
tice of landscaping with 
drought-tolerant plants, 
which conserve water and 
save maintenance time. 
The name comes from the 
Greek word zeros, which 
means dry. 

Using this theme, you 
place plants that need more 
water closest to the house. 
Those that need little or no 
irrigation can be planted 
farther away or at the lot's 
farthest points. 

Xeriscaping makes use 
of many plants you may 
already have, such as hen 
& chickens, yucca, sedum, 
Coronation Gold or Moon-
shine yarrow, sagebrush 
and lavender, all of which 
are perennials. 

Winter-hardy succu-
lents that thrive in USDA 
Hardiness Zone 5 and 6 
(middle America) include 

agaves. Agaves, with 
their fleshy, wide leaves, 
are an attractive choice.  
Harvard's Century Plant is 
one example. It can make 
an architectural statement 
in a garden. It can reach 
36 inches high at maturity 
and makes a dramatic 
statement with low-
growing flowering plants 
in front of it. 
Container plantings and 
annuals need more water 
and should be planted 
closest to the house and 
the water source. 
To xeriscape more of 
your property, consider 
increasing the size of a 
patio, creating a stone 
walkway, or turning one 
or more sections of your 
lawn into an area for at-
tractive, drought-resistant 
bushes and plants. 

Developing a Beautiful Landscape that Saves Water XERISCAPE : 

April 1 can bring out the prankster in 
many of us. The trick can be as small as 
changing the time on someone’s clock, 
serving cereal that has been placed in the 
freezer, or telling someone there's a spot 
on their shirt. 

But April Fools’ Day hoaxes can 
catch the world by surprise. Over the 
years, many have gained “elite” status. 

* In 1957, the BBC show Panorama an-
nounced that Swiss farmers were enjoy-
ing a bumper spaghetti crop from their 
spaghetti trees. Accompanying footage 
showed spaghetti strands being pulled 
out of the trees. Calls flooded in asking 
where the viewers could obtain a 
“spaghetti tree”. 

* One year, Burger King ran an ad for a 

“Left Handed Whopper” whose ingredi-
ents had been shifted so condiments 
would leak out the right side. Not only 
did people attempt to order the “Left 
Handed Whopper” but some customers 
came in and specified they wanted a 
“Right Handed Whopper”. 

* Comic strips often join in the April 
Fools’ Day fun. Cartoonists of syndi-
cated strips will draw each other’s strips 
or incorporate “visiting” characters into 
their own. In one strip, Garfield ate 
Dagwood’s sandwich. 

* In 2005, a news story was downloaded 
to the official NASA web site announc-
ing a picture of water on Mars. The 
photo consisted of a glass of water on a 
Mars candy bar. 
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Disclaimers: All real estate information deemed reliable but not guaranteed and should be independently verified. All properties are subject to prior sale, change, or withdrawal. 
Neither listing broker(s) nor this company shall be responsible for typographical errors, misinformation, misprints and shall be held totally harmless.  If your property is currently 
listed with another real estate broker, this is not a solicitation of that listing. 
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Martin County Condo Absorption Rate 

View the complete set of  Martin County graphs at:  www.TreasureCoastFLHomes.com 
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